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SUBJECT: ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL MAY BE HEEDING PUBLIC OUTCRY ON VOTE 
COUNT 

REF: (A) QUITO 5434; (B) QUITO 5356 

1 . THE INTENSE POLITICAL PRESSURE WHICH HAS BUILT UP 

IN ECUADOR DURING THE FIRST DAYS OF THE WEEK OF JULY 30- 
AUGUST 5, BEGAN TO ABATE ON AUGUST 3. PRESSURE BEGAN TO 
BUILD WITH RAFAEL ARIZAGA'S JULY 28 STATEMENT THAT VOTE 
COUNT IRREGULARITIES MADE PUBLIC BY THAT DATE WERE SIMPLY 
A "PALLID REFLECTION" OF WHAT WAS TO COME, AND BUILT TO 
A PEAK WITH THE NULLIFICATION BY THE SUPREME ELECTORAL 
TRIBUNAL (SET) OF THE ENTIRE VOTE OF COTOPAXI PROVINCE. 

THE ATMOSPHERE WAS FILLED WITH RUMORS, MOST OF THEM TO 
THE EFFECT THAT THE RETORNO PROCESS WOULD BE CAST ASIDE. 

2. SET PRESIDENT BAQUERO DE LA CALLE MOVED TO EASE 
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TENSIONS ON AUGUST 2 WHEN HE ANNOUNCED THAT NEW ELECTIONS 
WOULD BE CALLED IN THOSE PRECINCTS WHERE VOTES WERE 
VOIDED, IF THAT IS NECESSARY TO DETERMINE THE WINNERS 
OF THE FIRST ROUND. BAQUERO'S STATEMENT OPENED THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT VOTING IRREGULARITIES COULD BE DEALT 
WITH LESS DRASTICALLY THAN BY VOIDING THE ENTIRE ELECTION. 
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BAQUERO MOVED AGAIN TO COOL EMOTIONS WITH A STATEMENT 
ON AUGUST 3 CALLING FOR COOL-HEADEDNESS AND TRANQUILITY 
ON THE PART OF THE PUBLIC. HE PROMISED THAT THE SET 
WOULD CONTINUE WITH ITS DUTIES IN A SERIOUS AND POSITIVE 
MANNER. IN FACT, THE SET RETURNED TO WORK ON AUGUST 3, 

AFTER TWO DAYS SPENT DISCUSSING THE COTOPAXI RESULT. TO 
CONSIDER THE VOTES OF MANABI PROVINCE, A PROCESS WHICH 
CONTINUED SMOOTHLY ON AUGUST 4. ACCORDING TO ONE PRESS 
REPORT, THE SET EVEN AGREED TO RECONSIDER THE SITUATION 
IN COTOPAXI WITH AN EYE TO RESCINDING THE NULLIFICATION 
OF THE VOTES FROM THAT PROVINCE. 

3. BY AUGUST 3 PUBLIC INDIGNATION WAS HIGH. NEWSPAPER 
EDITORIALS AND COLUMNISTS FOR THREE STRAIGHT DAYS HAD 
ATTACKED THE SET AND RUMORED PLOTTING TO THWART THE WILL 
OF THE PEOPLE. INCREASING NUMBERS OF POLITICAL AND 
PUBLIC FIGURES WERE ACKNOWLEDGING BOTH PUBLICLY AND 
PRIVATELY THAT THE COUNTRY MUST MOVE FORWARD WITH THE 
RETORNO, BOTH TO INSURE DOMESTIC TRANQUILITY AND TO SALVAGE 
ITS REPUTATION INTERNATIONALLY. A NUMBER OF FIGURES WHO COULD 
BE EXPECTED TO STRONGLY OPPOSE A JAIME ROLDOS PRESIDENCY, 
AMONG THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY HEAD RAFAEL ARMIJOS, DECLARED 
PUBLICLY THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE RETORNO PROCESS. OTHER 
LEADERS HAVE EXPRESSED THE SAME OPINION TO THE AMBASSADOR 
AND EMBOFFS IN A NUMBER OF PRIVATE MEETINGS OVER THE PAST 
TWO DAYS. INCLUDED IN THAT LIST ARE THE CARDINAL ARCHBISHIP 

OF QUITO, THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, EX-PRESIDENT 
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GALO PLAZA AND A NUMBER OF RESPECTED POLITICIANS. 

4. COMMENT: THE FATE OF THE RETORNO PROCESS REMAINS IN 
QUESTION. NOTHING HAS BEEN RESOLVED IN THE LAST TWO DAYS, 
ALTHOUGH IT DOES APPEAR THAT PUBLIC REACTION AND OTHER 
PRESSURES MAY BE CAUSING SOME SECOND THOUGHTS ABOUT 
NULLIFICATIONS. SERIOUS PROBLEMS, SUCH AS THE RUMORED 
MASSIVE IRREGULARITIES IN GUAYAS PROVINCE, STILL HAVE TO 
BE DEALT WITH. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW MUCH PULBIC 
SENTIMENT WILL INFLUENCE CIVILIAN MANIPULATORS AND MILITARY 
HARD-LINERS. 

GONZALEZ 
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